Fall 2006
H091:Honors Introduction to American Politics
Department of Political Science
TT 1140an-1pm
413 Gladfelter Hall

Professor: Ryan J. Vande Wielen

Office: 457 Gladfelter Hall

Office Phone 2152041466

E-mail: ryan.vandewielen@temple.edu

Office Hours: MW 1:30-3pm and by appointment

Contacting the Instructor: Students are encouraged to use office hours. If students are
unable to attend office hours, butwould like to meet with me, please contact me via email
to arrangean appointment. | am typically quick to respondto such emails. I,
unfortunaely, cannotguaantee that | will beable to meet with students that come to my
office withoutfirst scheduling atime to see me.

Course Objective: This course provides an oveaview of the pditics of the American
system of govenment and introduces students to semina works in the study thereof.
Students taking this course will be expoed to the fundamental tools used to study
American politics, induding basic game theory and quantitative political methodblogy,
althoughno prior knowedgein these areasis required. Amongthetopics to be covered
are the historical developments of American pdlitics, political participaion, and public
opinion. A paticular emphasis, however, is placed on American pditical inditutionsand
writingsin thegenre of new ingitutiondism — a theoretical approach that examinesthe
impact that ingitutionshave on behavior and outcomes. A prindple theme undelying our
examindion of these and othe topics will betheconcept that political actors are
purposve in thar strategic pursuit of variousobijectives.

Approach to Teaching: This course will entail a combinaion of lecture and discussion.
Lecturingisreserved for conveying impaortant backgroundinformation and for explaining
thetheoretical/empirical methodsused in researching American politics. All literature
will behandled in a seminar format (see bdow), with students presenting theworks and
discussonto follow. My god isto facilitate critical evaluaion of the works discussed.
Active paticipaionis highly encouraged during both lecture and discussion.

Disability Policy: This course is open to all students who meet the academic
requirements for participation. Any student who has a need for accommodation based on
theimpact of a disability should contact theingrudor privately to discuss the specific
situaion as soonas possible. Contact Disability Resources and Services at 2152041280
in 100Ritter Annex to coordinate reasonable accommodaionsfor students with
doauments disabilities.

Statement of Academic Freedom: Freedomto teach and freedomto learn are
inseparable facets of academic freedom TheUniversity has adopted a policy on Student



and Faculty Academic Rights and Responsbilities (Policy #0370.02) which can be
accessed throughthefollowing link:
http://policies.temple.eduWgetdocasp?policy _no=03.70.02

Course Materials: There are two required texts that we will draw from throughoutthe
semester, both of which are available at the Temple University Bookgore and on+line |
have also listed some recommended texts tha | strongly encourage you to read. Required
readingsnot contained in thetexts will be poged on Blackboad. Keep in mind tha
readingsmay be added or dropped according to the progress of theclass.

Required Books:

- Samud Kerndl and Gary C. Jacobsn. 2005.The Logic of American Politics, 3
ed. Washington, DC: CQ Press. (K&J)

- Samud Kerndl and Steven S. Smith. 2006.Prindples and Practice of American
Politics: Classic and Contemporary Readings 3™ ed. Washington, DC: CQ Press.
(K&S)

Recommended Readings:

- Steven S. Smith, Jason M. Robats, and Ryan J. Vande Wielen. 2006 The
American Congress, 4" ed. Cambridge Cambridge University Press.

- William T. Bianco. 2000.American Politics: Strategy and Choice. New Y ork:
W.W. Norton.

- BarbaraSindair. 2000.UnorthodoxLawmaking: New Legidative Processesin
the U.S.Congress, 2™ ed. Washington, DC: CQ Press.

- Robet S. Erikson and Kent L. Tedin. 2006 American Public Opinion, 7" ed.
New York: Longman Press.

- Lawrence Baum. 2003 The Supeme Court, 8" ed. Washington, DC: CQ Press.

- Gary C. Jacobon. 2004.The Politics of Congressional Elections 6" ed. New
York: Longmnan Press.

Course Evaluation: Gradingwill bedoneonthebasis of four components — a midterm
exam, afind exam, class paticipaion, andafind project. The midterm exam will
accountfor 15% of thetotal course grade, and thefind exam for 25%. Given tha the
success of a semina style class rests significantly uponthe active participation of those
involved, class participaion makes up 35% of thefind grade Please be cognizant of the
obviousimplicationsthat absenteeism hasuponyour evaluation (see bdow). The
research project will accountfor theremaining 25% of thegrade



Find letter grades for the course will be assigned as follows:

925% < A 80%—8249%= B- 675%—-69.99%= D+
90.0%—-9249%= A- 775%—79.99%= C+ 625%—-6749%=D
875%—-8999%= B+ 725%—-7749%=C 60%— 6249%= D-
825%—-8749%=B 70%—7249%= C- 5999% = F

Attendance and Class Participation Policies: Asevidenced by the consderable weight
placed on class participaion in student evaluation, attendance and preparedness are
imperative to success in this course. Students will be evaluated in each session according
to therr overal contributionto class discussion. | expect students to engagein
convasationin amanne informed by the course readingsand the theoretical congructs
explored throughoutthe course. SUCH PARTICIPATION DOES NOT EQUATE TO
MERELY REGURGITATING THE CONTENTS OF THE READINGS. Rather,
students are expected to think critically aboutthereadingsand to examinethar
applicability to themoden pditica context. Althoughthere will certainly begreater
oppotunity for studentsto participae in the discussion sessions, paticipaionin the
lecture sessionsis also important. Evaluation of class participaionin each sessionis
accordingto afive-point scale as follows:

5 points Present, with active participaion, and addsown insight, integrates or
relates topic with othe topics and concepts in this and other classes

4 points Present, with minimal paticipaion (may only ansver when called on),
and a strongundestanding of ALL readings

3 points Present, with active participaion, and demondrates reasonable
competence with thereadings

2 points Present, with minimal paticipaion (may only ansver when called on),
and with little or norea undestanding of the material

1 points Present, with no contributon (fundionsmainly as a pesonwarming a
chair)

0 points Absent (no distinction between “excused” and “unexcused” absence)

Thetwo lowest paticipaion grades of the semester will bedroppel in calculating the
find participationgrade

Seminar Format: For each topic, onesession will be dedicated to discussing semind
worksin thearea of study. For each discussion session, approximately three students will
beresponsble for leading class discussion. Students within these groupsare intended to
work togeher to plan these sessions. DO NOT DIVVY UP READINGS AMOUNG THE
MEMBERS OF THE GROUP. Discussion leaders are expected to outlinethereadings
according to thebasic structure of scientific inqury, asfollows: question addressed in the
work, theoretical approach, method used to test theory, and conduson (some readings
may not contain all of these stepsg). Following this, discussion leaders are to offer critical
andyses of theworks. Wha are the shortcomings if any, of theworks? Where dothe
works excel where others have failed? Wha do you findinteresting/uninteresting about



theworks? In addition, groupscharged with leading discussion should prepare a series of
guestions(8-10) tha spur class discussion. Do not prepare questionstha merely quiz the
class onthe content of thereadings butrather prepare questionstha probetheclassto
think andytically aboutthereadings For example, how do thereadingsrelate to one
another? Do thetheories/findingsof thereadingssuppot or contradict oneanother? How
would theauthors squae [insert a pditical event/phenomenon] with thear
theories/findings? Moreover, al participantsin thesemina are expected to be attentive to
current political events and come to class prepared to discuss thar relevance to the
readings | strongly encourage students to bring nevspaper articles or other periodicals
tha effectively convey or call into questionthe prindplesin thereadings As always, |
welcome studentsto visit me in preparing for these tasks.

Course Policies: Assignments are to behanded in at the beginning of class. If you are
unable to attend class, you remain responsgble for handing in assignments before thetime
tha class begins Only unde extraordinary circumstances, in which students have made
previousarrangaments with me, will | accept late work. If previousarrangements are nat
made, students will receive no credit for late assgnments. Similarly, students will notbe
granted additiond time to prepare for exams, except where thereis compdling reason for
doing so0. A request for an extendon mug bearranged in advance, and mug be
accompanied by arecommendaion from arecognized authority (i.e., physcian or an
academic dean). Grades of incompletes will only be granted for themog severe
circumstances (i.e., death in family, health complications etc.) tha prevent students from
completing the course as scheduled. A request for a grade of incomplete mug be
suppoted with arecommendaion from arecognized authority, asin the case of arequest
for an extengon. In addition, it will nat be possible for students to submit extra
assignments intended to offset missing work or work on which students performed poorly
(induding exams).

If youwill beobserving any religiousholidays this semester tha will prevent youfrom
attending a regularly scheduled class or interfere with fulfilling any course requirement, |
will offer an oppatunity for you to make up the class or course requirement provided tha
you inform me in atimely fashion.

A sizeable component of this courseis class discussion. As such, it isimportant that
students are respectful of oneanother, so asto facilitate a comfortable classroom
environment. Hogtile behavior of any sort will NOT be permitted. Students engagingin
such behavior will be pendized by a severeredudionin thethar paticipaion grade, and
further actionif necessary.

Academic Integrity: No form of academic dishoresty will betolerated in this course.
Discussion of course material with fellow studentsis a valuable learning techniqueand is
strongly encouraged. However, copying or plagiarizing another person’s work or
cheating on an assignment or an examination is unacceptable. Anyonefoundguilty of
cheating, plagiarism or of any other violation of academic integrity will automatically
receive agrade of 0.0 for the assignment or exam. Depending on the circumstances, a



course grade of 0.0 may be given with the matter referred to the University Dean for

further action.

Schedule of Topics and Readings: Readingslisted in italics are not contained in the
required texts and will be poged on Blackboad in pdf format. A bibliography of readings
not contained in the texts can befoundbdow. Discussion sessionsare denoted by (D)
unde the“topic” heading.

Date:
8/29/2006
8/31/2006
9/5/2006
9/7/2006
9/12/2006
9/14/2006
9/19/2006
9/21/2006
9/26/2006
9/28/2006
10/3/2006
10/5/2006
10/10/2006
10/12/2006
10/17/2006
10/19/2006
10/24/2006
10/26/2006
10/31/2006

11/2/2006

Topic:

Introduction

Dedgning Institutions (D)

The Constitution & Feceralism
The Constitution & Fecderalism (D)
Burealcracy

Burealcrecy (D)

Presdercy

Presdercy (D)

Congress— Legsdlative Orgarization
Congress— Legslative Organization (D)
Due: Submit Work on Project
Congress — Representation
Congress — Representation (D)
Midterm Exam

Review Midterms & Film
Judiciary

Judiciary (D)

Public Opinion

Public Opinion (D)

Voting Behavior & Elections

Voting Behavior & Elections (D)

Readngs:

Olson (K& S); Hardn (K&S); Shepsle
& Boncheck
K & J Chs. 2-3

Feckralists 10 & 51 (K& S); Buchanan
(K&S); Kettl (K&S)
K& JCh.8

Wilson (K& S); Moe (K&S); Chaney &
Saltzstein
K& JCh7

Neustad (K&S); Kerrell (K&S);
Wildavsky
K& JCh.6

Krehbiel; Aldrich & Rohde; Cox &
McCubbins
Smith, Roberts, & Vander Wielen Ch. 5

Mayhew (K & S); Femo; Fiorina

K& JCh.9

Seqal & Spaeth; Kahn; Epstein &
Knight
K& J Ch. 10

Stimson, MacKuen & Erickson (K &
S); Asher (K & S); Zaller
K& JChll

Paopkin (K & S); Downs; Rosenstone &



Hansen Franklin

11/7/2006 Paries K& J Ch. 12

11/9/2006 Paries(D) Aldrich (K & S); Valelly (K &S);
Schledgnger

11/14/2006  Interes Groups K& J. Ch. 13

11/16/2006  Interes Groups (D) Wright; Walker; Hall & Wayman

11/21/2006  Due: Final Projects
Discuss Projects in Class
11/23/2006  No Class (Tharksgiving Break)

11/28/2006  Media K& J Ch. 14

11/30/2006  Meda (D) lyengar, Norpoth, & Hahn; Nelson,
Clawson, & Oxley, lyengar, Peters, &
Kinder; Ansolabehere, lyengar, Simon,
& Valertino

12/5/2006 Review for Final

12/14/2006 ~ FINAL EXAMINATION (11am-1pm)

Theindrucor reserves therightto alter the syllabusin a timely fashion.
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Smith, Steven, Jason Robeats, and Ryan Vande Wielen. 2006.The American Congress,
4" ed. Cambridge CambridgeUniversity Press. (pp. 121-152
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